InterHigh Fall 2010 Devotions (September 20-October 3)
Hebrews and James Key Memory Verses

maasssssssssssssssssssms  Hebrews 9 - James 3

6 So we say with confidence,“The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid. What can man do
to me?” Hebrews 13:6
"My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and
slow to become angry, 2% for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God

desires. James 1:19-20

7In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

James 2:17

'6 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil
practice. James 3:16
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Devotions (DT) Step-by-Step Hebrews Key Memory Verses
- |
L |

. Zbut in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,
I)Read the Bible passage. and through whom he made the universe. Hebrews 1:2

2) Write out the day’s memory verse. '%n bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom
everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering.

3)Choose one of the options provided (or create your own method) for Hebrews 2:10

personalizing, processing, and memorizing the verse. I2See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from

the living God. '3But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none
4) Spend some time committing the verse to memory. (Review prior verses if of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. Hebrews 3:12-13
you choose!)
12For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and
attitudes of the heart. Hebrews 4:12

"During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries
and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his
reverent submission. Hebrews 5:7

19God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you
have helped his people and continue to help them. Hebrews 6:10

TIpS for SCI"IthI'e Memorization ZTherefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he

I <Ivs vesto ntercede for e Hebrews 7:15

12For | will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.

+ Be familiar with the larger passage, or context, in which the verse is Hebrews 8:12
found.
27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 2 so Christ was
+ Read the verse aloud several times with a lot of feeling. Try emphasizing sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not
different words. to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. Hebrews 9:27-28

24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 2° Let
us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. Hebrews 10:24-25

+ Don’t just scan the verse. Read it intently, like you would a love letter.

+ Memorize a phrase at a time.Add more as you learn it.
¢ And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

+ Quote word-for-word to build confidence and accuracy. Heb 1156
ebrews 1 1:

+ Meditate on the verse (think or chew on the meaning and consider how it ! Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
applies to your life). everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us. Hebrews 12:1

+ Use the verse over time to help you commit it to memory.




2 Timothy Key Memory Verses
.

"And of this gospel | was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. '?That is why | am
suffering as | am.Yet | am not ashamed, because | know whom | have believed, and am
convinced that he is able to guard what | have entrusted to him for that day.

2 Timothy I:11-12

3Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. “No one serving as a soldier gets
involved in civilian affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer.
2 Timothy 2:3-4

16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, 'so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good
g y ghly equipp Y8

work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17

7| have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith. 8Now there is in
store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to
me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his

appearing. 2 Timothy 4:7-8

Titus Key Memory Verses
|

°He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can
encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. Titus 1:9

lFor the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. '2It teaches us to say
"No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in
this present age, '*while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great
God and Savior, Jesus Christ Titus 2:11-13

4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, She saved us, not because of
righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit Titus 3:4-5

Philemon Key Memory Verse
L

¢l pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of

every good thing we have in Christ. Philemon 6

Hebrews 9:1-28
]

Hebrews 9

Worship in the Earthly Tabernacle

'Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. 2A tabernacle
was set up. In its first room were the lampstand, the table and the consecrated bread; this was
called the Holy Place. 3Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, “which
had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the
gold jar of manna,Aaron's staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. >Above the
ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing the atonement cover. But we cannot discuss
these things in detail now.

®When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room
to carry on their ministry. 7But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a
year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had
committed in ignorance. 8The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy
Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still standing. °This is an
illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able
to clear the conscience of the worshiper. '°They are only a matter of food and drink and various
ceremonial washings—external regulations applying until the time of the new order.

The Blood of Christ

""When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here, he went through the
greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this
creation. '?He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most
Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. '*The blood of goats
and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them
so that they are outwardly clean.'*How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through
the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead
to death,[d so that we may serve the living God!

I5For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive
the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the
sins committed under the first covenant.

'8In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, '"because a will
is in force only when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is
living. '8This is why even the first covenant was not put into effect without blood. '"When Moses
had proclaimed every commandment of the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves,
together with water, scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the
people. 2°He said, "This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to
keep." 2'In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in
its ceremonies. 22In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.

B\t was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices,
but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24For Christ did not enter a
man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear
for us in God's presence. 2Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the
high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. 26Then Christ
would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now he has appeared
once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 7Just as man is
destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 28so Christ was sacrificed once to take away
the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to
those who are waiting for him.



Hebrews 10:1-31
]

Hebrews 10

Christ's Sacrifice Once for All

IThe law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves. For
this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect
those who draw near to worship. 2If it could, would they not have stopped being offered? For the
worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their
sins. 3But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins, *because it is impossible for the blood of
bulls and goats to take away sins.

STherefore, when Christ came into the world, he said:

"Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,

but a body you prepared for me;
with burnt offerings and sin offerings

you were not pleased.
"Then | said, 'Here | am—it is written about me in the scroll—

| have come to do your will, O God.' " 8First he said, "Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings
and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them" (although the law required
them to be made). °Then he said, "Here | am, | have come to do your will." He sets aside the first
to establish the second. '°And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.

!'Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. '2But when this priest had offered for all time one
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.'3Since that time he waits for his enemies
to be made his footstool, '“because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are
being made holy.

15The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says:

16"This is the covenant | will make with them

after that time, says the Lord.
I will put my laws in their hearts,
and | will write them on their minds." '"Then he adds:
"Their sins and lawless acts
I will remember no more."'8And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any
sacrifice for sin. '°Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his
body, 2'and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 2let us draw near to God with a
sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 2Let us hold unswervingly to the hope
we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 2And let us consider how we may spur one another
on toward love and good deeds. Z’Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

2%If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no
sacrifice for sins is left, 27but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will
consume the enemies of God. 2Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on
the testimony of two or three witnesses. 2?How much more severely do you think a man deserves
to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing
the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? *°For we
know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; | will repay,” and again, "The Lord will judge his
people." 3'It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

I Thessalonians Key Memory Verses

3We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your
labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
I Thessalonians 1:3

4On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel.We are
not trying to please men but God, who tests our hearts. I Thessalonians 2:4

I2May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else,
just as ours does for you. I Thessalonians 3:12

3|t is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; *that
each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and
honorable I Thessalonians 4:3-4

'6Be joyful always; !"pray continually; '8give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for
you in Christ Jesus. I Thessalonians 5:16-18

2 Thessalonians Key Memory Verses
L

13But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the
beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through
belief in the truth. 2 Thessalonians 2:13

13And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. 2 Thessalonians 3:13

I Timothy Key Memory Verses

'SHere is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners—of whom | am the worst. '®But for that very reason | was shown mercy so
that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an
example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.

I Timothy 1:15-16

3This is good, and pleases God our Savior, “who wants all men to be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth. I Timothy 2:3-4

3Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in
Christ Jesus. I Timothy 3:13

"Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the
believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. I Timothy 4:12

'Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat younger
men as brothers, 2older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute
purity. I Timothy 5:1-2

1%For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have
wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. I Timothy 6:10



Philippians Key Memory Verses
- |

®being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:6

2IFor to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
Philippians 1:21

2"Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.Then,
whether | come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, | will know that you
stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel

Philippians 1:27

'If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his

love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2then make my joy

complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.
Philippians 2:1-2

3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better
than yourselves. “Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the
interests of others. Philippians 2:3-4

1“Do everything without complaining or arguing, '>so that you may become blameless and
pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you
shine like stars in the universe Philippians 2:14-15

’But whatever was to my profit | now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8What is more, |
consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them rubbish, that | may gain
Christ Philippians 3:7-8

I3Brothers, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do:
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, '#l press on toward the goal
to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 3:13-14

20But our citizenship is in heaven.And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ Philippians 3:20

®Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. Philippians 4:6

8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think
about such things. Philippians 4:8

Hebrews 10:32-11:19
|

3Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you stood your ground in a
great contest in the face of suffering. 33Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and
persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. 3*You
sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because
you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions.

35S0 do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 3¢You need to persevere so
that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. 3For in just a
very little while,

"He who is coming will come and will not delay.
3But my righteous one will live by faith.
And if he shrinks back,
I will not be pleased with him." 3°But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed,
but of those who believe and are saved.

Hebrews 11

By Faith

'Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2This is what
the ancients were commended for.
3By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen
was not made out of what was visible. “By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did.
By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith
he still speaks, even though he is dead.
5By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be
found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who
pleased God. *And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
7By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family.
By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
8By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed
and went, even though he did not know where he was going. °By faith he made his home in the
promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who
were heirs with him of the same promise. '°For he was looking forward to the city with
foundations, whose architect and builder is God.

!By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was enabled to
become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. '?And so from
this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and
as countless as the sand on the seashore.

BAIl these people were still living by faith when they died.They did not receive the things
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance.And they admitted that they
were aliens and strangers on earth. '“People who say such things show that they are looking for a
country of their own. '’If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had
opportunity to return. '®Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

I7By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the
promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, '8even though God had said to him, "It is
through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” '?Abraham reasoned that God could raise the
dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.



Hebrews 11:20-12:6
|

20By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future.

2By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshiped as he leaned on
the top of his staff.

22By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and
gave instructions about his bones.

23By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was
no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.

24By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's

daughter. 2°He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a short time. 26He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value
than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 7By faith he left Egypt,
not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. 2By faith he kept
the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch
the firstborn of Israel.

29By faith the people passed through the Red Seaas on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to
do so, they were drowned.

30By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them for seven days.

3By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who
were disobedient.

32And what more shall | say? | do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah,
David, Samuel and the prophets,®3who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and
gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions,3*quenched the fury of the flames, and
escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became
powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 3*¥Women received back their dead, raised to life
again. Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better
resurrection. 3*Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in

prison. ’They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword.They
went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 3the world was
not worthy of them.They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the
ground.

3These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been

promised. ©°God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be
made perfect.

Hebrews 12

God Disciplines His Sons
ITherefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the
race marked out for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who
for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will
not grow weary and lose heart.
“In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. >And
you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons:
"My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline,

and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
®because the Lord disciplines those he loves,

and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son."

Ephesians Key Memory Verses

“I3And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy
Spirit, 'Ywho is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who
are God's possession—to the praise of his glory.” Ephesians 1:13-14

“18] pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know
the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the
saints, '%and his incomparably great power for us who believe.”

Ephesians 1:18-19

8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God— °not by works, so that no one can boast. Ephesians 2:8-9

19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's
people and members of God's household, 2%built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. Ephesians 2:19-20

And | pray that you, being rooted and established in love, '8may have power, together with
all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, '%and to
know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God. Ephesians 3:17(b)-19

!5|nstead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head,
that is, Christ. '"From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Ephesians 4:15-16

22You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is
being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23to be made new in the attitude of your

minds; 24and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and
holiness. Ephesians 4:22-24

!Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and live a life of love, just as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
Ephesians 5:1-2

2"Honor your father and mother"—which is the first commandment with a promise
— 3"that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth."
Ephesians 6:2-3

"2For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly realms. Ephesians 6:12



Date: Sunday, 10/3 VERSE REVIEW
.

1) Write out this week’s four verses below:

2) Spend extended time reviewing and memorizing this week’s verses.

Hebrews 12:7-13:6
]

’Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his
father? 8If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate
children and not true sons. °Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we
respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!
190ur fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our
good, that we may share in his holiness. ''No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.
Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been
trained by it.

12Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. '3"Make level paths for your feet," so
that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.

Warning Against Refusing God

1“Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see
the Lord. '*See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to
cause trouble and defile many. '®See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who
for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son. '7Afterward, as you know, when he
wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. He could bring about no change of mind, though
he sought the blessing with tears.

18You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to
darkness, gloom and storm; '?to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who
heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them,2%because they could not bear what was
commanded: "If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned.” 2! The sight was so
terrifying that Moses said, "l am trembling with fear."

22But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God.You have
come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 3to the church of the firstborn,
whose names are written in heaven.You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of
righteous men made perfect, 2*to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled
blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

Z3See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him
who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from
heaven? 26At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, "Once more | will
shake not only the earth but also the heavens." 2’ The words "once more" indicate the removing of
what can be shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain.

28T herefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so
worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, *for our "God is a consuming fire."

Hebrews 13

Concluding Exhortations
'Keep on loving each other as brothers. 2Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing
some people have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those in prison as if you
were their fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.
“Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the
adulterer and all the sexually immoral.’Keep your lives free from the love of money and be
content with what you have, because God has said,
"Never will | leave you;
never will | forsake you." 6So we say with confidence,
"The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid.
What can man do to me?"



Hebrews 13:7 - James 1:12
]

’Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their
way of life and imitate their faith.8jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be
strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial foods, which are of no value to those who eat
them. 'We have an altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat.

''The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the
bodies are burned outside the camp. '2And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the
people holy through his own blood. '3Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the
disgrace he bore. '*For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that
is to come.

I5Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips
that confess his name. 'éAnd do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased. '7Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over
you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden,
for that would be of no advantage to you.

18Pray for us.We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in every
way. '°l particularly urge you to pray so that | may be restored to you soon.

20May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the
dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 2'equip you with everything good for doing
his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for
ever and ever.Amen.

2Brothers, | urge you to bear with my word of exhortation, for | have written you only a short
letter.

23] want you to know that our brother Timothy has been released. If he arrives soon, | will come
with him to see you.

24Greet all your leaders and all God's people. Those from Italy send you their greetings.

25Grace be with you all.

James |

'J]ames, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations:
Greetings.

Trials and Temptations

2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3because you know
that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. *Perseverance must finish its work so that
you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 3If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask
God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. ®But when he
asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and
tossed by the wind. 7That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; ®he is a
double-minded man, unstable in all he does.

9The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position. '°But the one who
is rich should take pride in his low position, because he will pass away like a wild flower. "For the
sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In
the same way, the rich man will fade away even while he goes about his business.

I2Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will
receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.

Date: Friday, 10/1 Text: Jeremiah 21-25
L

1) Read today’s passage: Jeremiah 21-25
2) Write out your favorite verse from today’s reading:

3) Why is it your favorite?

Date: Saturday, 10/2 Text: Jeremiah 26-30
- |

1) Read today’s passage: Jeremiah 26-30
2) Write out your favorite verse from today’s reading:

3) Why is it your favorite?




Date: Thursday, 9/30 Text: James 3
-

Today’s Verse: James 3:16
I) Read the entire passage: James 3
2) Write out today’s verse below:

3) Choose one of the following to help personalize and memorize the verse:
-Personal Reflection from Questions -Write a Poem -Create a Mind Map -Draw a Picture
-Create Your Own Method (hand motions! write the verse several times, combine words & pictures, etc.)
Reflection Questions on James 3:13-18

®  Why is it that “where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every
evil practice?”

How can one know if they possess “wisdom that comes from heaven?”

What can | learn from the fact that the qualities listed for someone who possesses
“wisdom that comes from heaven” are mostly relational?

Reflect on these words: “pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and
good fruit, impartial and sincere.” What are some practical ways in which | can increase in
these characteristics in my relationships?

4) Spend some time committing the verse to memory!

James 1:13-2:13
]

13When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil,
nor does he tempt anyone; '“but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged
away and enticed. I5Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-
grown, gives birth to death.

1Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. '"Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. '®He chose to
give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.

Listening and Doing

1My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow
to become angry, 2%for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God

desires. 2! Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept
the word planted in you, which can save you.

2Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 2Anyone who
listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a

mirror 2%and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. ZBut
the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not
forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.

26|f anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he
deceives himself and his religion is worthless. 2’Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and
faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being
polluted by the world.

James 2

Favoritism Forbidden

'My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism. 2Suppose a
man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby
clothes also comes in. 3If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say,
"Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by
my feet," *have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?
SListen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to
be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? ¢But you have
insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are
dragging you into court? Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to
whom you belong?

8lf you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself,"( you are
doing right. *But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. '°For
whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. "For
he who said, "Do not commit adultery,"® also said, "Do not murder."! If you do not commit
adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.

12§peak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, '*because
judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs
over judgment!



James 2:14-3:18
|

Faith and Deeds

14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save
him? 15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. '¢If one of you says to him,
"Go, | wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what
good is it? '7In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

'8But someone will say, "You have faith; | have deeds."

Show me your faith without deeds, and | will show you my faith by what | do.

19You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.

20You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is uselessll? 2'Was not our
ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the
altar? 22You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made
complete by what he did. 22And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it
was credited to him as righteousness,"l and he was called God's friend. 2You see that a person is
justified by what he does and not by faith alone.

|n the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when
she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26As the body without the
spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

James 3

Taming the Tongue

'Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who
teach will be judged more strictly.2We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what
he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.

3When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole
animal. “Or take ships as an example.Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds,
they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go.’Likewise the tongue is a
small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a
small spark. The tongue also is a fire,a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the
whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.

7All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed
by man, 8but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.

9With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made
in God's likeness. '°0ut of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not
be. ''Can both fresh water and salti2] water flow from the same spring? '2My brothers, can a fig
tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.
Two Kinds of Wisdom

13Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in
the humility that comes from wisdom. '“But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your
hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 'Such "wisdom" does not come down from
heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 'éFor where you have envy and selfish ambition, there
you find disorder and every evil practice.

I7But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate,
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. '®Peacemakers who sow in peace
raise a harvest of righteousness.

Date: Wednesday, 9/29 Text: James 2
|

Today’s Verse: James 2:17
1) Read the entire passage: James 2
2) Write out today’s verse below:

3) Choose one of the following to help personalize and memorize the verse:
-Personal Reflection from Questions -Write a Poem -Create a Mind Map -Draw a Picture
-Create Your Own Method (hand motions! write the verse several times, combine words & pictures, etc.)
Reflectlon Questions on James 2:18-26

If people observed my actions, would they see my faith by what | do?

How do the examples of Abraham and Rahab show that faith and deeds are inseparable?
Are there some specific areas of my life in which my faith has not been “made complete”
because it is unaccompanied by concrete action? What actions do | need to take?!

4) Spend some time committing the verse to memory!




Date: Tuesday, 9/28 Text: James |

Today’s Verse: James [:19-20
1) Read the entire passage: James |
2) Write out today’s verse below:

3) Choose one of the following to help personalize and memorize the verse:
-Personal Reflection from Questions -Write a Poem -Create a Mind Map -Draw a Picture
-Create Your Own Method (hand motions! write the verse several times, combine words & pictures, etc.)
Reflectlon Questions on James 1:19-21

Why are people generally quick to speak, slow to listen? What is the general state of my
speaking vs. listening?

What are some recurring reasons for my anger?

In what way does my angry reaction to things contradict the posture of “humbly accept
[ing]” the word of God?

What must be done before | can “humbly accept the word planted” in me?

4) Spend some time committing the verse to memory!

Date: Monday, 9/20 Text: Hebrews 9
L |

Today’s Verse: Hebrews 9:27
1) Read the entire passage: Hebrews 9
2) Write out today’s verse below:

3) Choose one of the following to help personalize and memorize the verse:
-Personal Reflection from Questions -Write a Poem -Create a Mind Map -Draw a Picture
-Create Your Own Method (hand motions! write the verse several times, combine words & pictures, etc.)
Reflectlon Questions on Hebrews 9:7,22

Reflect on the phrase “and never without blood.” What is the significance of blood being
shed in the context of forgiveness?

What message would have been unmistakably communicated to people through the
sacrificial system??

4) Spend some time committing the verse to memory!




Date: Tuesday, 9/21 Text: Hebrews 10
L

Date: Monday, 9/27
|

Text: Hebrews 13

Today’s Verse: Hebrews 10:24-25
I) Read the entire passage: Hebrews 10
2) Write out today’s verse below:

3) Choose one of the following to help personalize and memorize the verse:
-Personal Reflection from Questions -Write a Poem -Create a Mind Map -Draw a Picture
-Create Your Own Method (hand motions! write the verse several times, combine words & pictures, etc.)
Reflection Questions on Hebrews 10:26-31

®  Given the seriousness of this message and the fact that this is addressed to believers, what
should my attitude be towards vigilance against sin?

What are some examples of people who “[treat] as an unholy thing the blood of the
covenant that sanctified them” and “[insulting] the Spirit of grace?

4) Spend some time committing the verse to memory!

Today’s Verse: Hebrews 13:6
1) Read the entire passage: Hebrews 13
2) Write out today’s verse below:

3) Choose one of the following to help personalize and memorize the verse:
-Personal Reflection from Questions -Write a Poem -Create a Mind Map -Draw a Picture
-Create Your Own Method (hand motions! write the verse several times, combine words & pictures, etc.)
Reflection Questions on Hebrews 13:5-6

®  What is at the root of “the love of money”?

®  What is the relationship between what | am afraid of and who God is in my life?

4) Spend some time committing the verse to memory!




Date: Sunday, 9/26 VERSE REVIEW Date: Wednesday, 9/22 Text: Hebrews I |
L W

1) Write out this week’s four verses below: Today’s Verse: Hebrews | 1:6

1) Read the entire passage: Hebrews I 1
2) Write out today’s verse below:

3) Choose one of the following to help personalize and memorize the verse:

-Personal Reflection from Questions -Write a Poem -Create a Mind Map -Draw a Picture

-Create Your Own Method (hand motions! write the verse several times, combine words & pictures, etc.)

Reflection Questions on Hebrews 1 1:4-11

®  List out the qualities of all those commended in this chapter as being paragons of faith.
What is the overarching characteristic of these people?

®  Aml living a life of faith?

2) Spend extended time reviewing and memorizing this week’s verses.

4) SEend some time committing the verse to memory!




Date: Thursday, 9/23 Text: Hebrews 12 Date: Friday, 9/24 Text: Jeremiah 11-15
.

Today’s Verse: Hebrews [2:1 1) Read today’s passage: Jeremiah 11-15
I) Read the entire passage: Hebrews 12 2) Write out your favorite verse from today’s reading:
2) Write out today’s verse below:

3) Choose one of the following to help personalize and memorize the verse:

-Personal Reflection from Questions -Write a Poem -Create a Mind Map -Draw a Picture

-Create Your Own Method (hand motions! write the verse several times, combine words & pictures, etc.) 3) Why is it your favorite?

Reflection Questions on Hebrews 12:14-17

®  What are the things that Christians are actively called to do as well as not do?

®  How do people allow “bitter root[s] to grow up to cause trouble and defile many?” How
does this lead to “[missing] the grace of God?”

Date: Saturday, 9/25 Text: Jeremiah 16-20
|

1) Read today’s passage: Jeremiah 16-20
2) Write out your favorite verse from today’s reading:

3) Why is it your favorite?

4) Spend some time committing the verse to memory!




